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and debilitating diseases and containing the
spread of infectious diseases before they be-
come pandemic health threats;

Whereas, prior to 2000, resources for and
access to vaccines for children in the devel-
oping world were declining, immunization
rates were stagnant or decreasing, and near-
ly 10,000,000 children were dying each year
before reaching their fifth birthday;

Whereas, prior to 2000, it was common for
new life-saving vaccines to take up to 15
years to be introduced in the world’s least
developed countries;

Whereas, in 2000, the United States Gov-
ernment joined forces with the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation, the United Na-
tions Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the World
Health Organization, the World Bank, other
donor governments, and representatives of
developing countries, faith-based organiza-
tions, civil society, and the private sector,
including the vaccine industry, to create the
Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immuniza-
tion (now known as GAVI or GAVI, the Vac-
cine Alliance), a public-private partnership
to expand access to new and underused vac-
cines, reduce the incidence of deadly and de-
bilitating diseases, prevent epidemics, and
save lives;

Whereas GAVI, the Vaccine Alliance has
since supported country-led vaccine initia-
tives in 73 countries, enabled immunizations
for more than 760,000,000 of the world’s most
vulnerable children, helped avert an esti-
mated 13,000,000 deaths, and contributed to a
70 percent reduction in the number of deaths
due to vaccine-preventable diseases;

Whereas country ownership and sustain-
ability are at the core of the GAVI model,
which requires each eligible country to com-
mit their own domestic resources to vaccina-
tion and immunization programs;

Whereas 156 countries have transitioned
from GAVI support and are now self-financ-
ing their own vaccination and immunization
programs, three more are expected to transi-
tion by the end of 2020, and an additional 10
countries are expected to transition by 2025
(in total, 40 percent of the original set of
GAVI-eligible countries);

Whereas GAVI has transformed the market
for vaccines by pooling demand from devel-
oping countries, securing predictable financ-
ing, expanding the global supplier base, en-
hancing the competitiveness and security of
supply chains, and creating efficiencies that
are expected to generate an estimated
$900,000,000 in savings between 2021-2025;

Whereas, in addition to its current port-
folio of vaccines, GAVI is working to support
the roll-out and scale-up of newly approved
vaccines for diphtheria, tetanus and per-
tussis (DTP) boosters, hepatitis B birth dose,
multivalent meningococcal, respiratory
syncytia (RSV), routine oral cholera, and ra-
bies;

Whereas GAVI also collaborates with the
Global Polio Eradication Initiative to bring
polio vaccines into routine immunization
programs, strengthen health systems, and
implement additional polio protections;

Whereas GAVI has made significant
progress in supporting the development and
stockpiling of an effective vaccine to combat
Ebola;

Whereas GAVI is participating in efforts to
test and implement an effective vaccine to
prevent malaria, a disease that kills more
than 270,000 children a year;

Whereas, in June 2020, the United Kingdom
will host GAVI’s third replenishment con-
ference, with an ambitious goal to raise
$7,400,000,000 in new donor commitments;

Whereas, with these additional resources,
GAVI plans to support the immunization of
300,000,000 children against potentially fatal
diseases and save an additional 7,000,000 to
8,000,000 lives between 2021 and 2025; and
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Whereas the United States has been a lead-
ing supporter of GAVI since its inception,
and its continued commitment will be essen-
tial to the achievement of the alliance’s
goals for 2021-2025: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commends the work of GAVI and its
partners for their efforts to expand access
vaccines and immunizations for the most
vulnerable men, women, and children in de-
veloping countries;

(2) affirms the continued support of the
United States Government for GAVI as an
efficient and effective mechanism to advance
global health security and save lives by—

(A) reducing the incidence of deadly and
debilitating diseases;

(B) leveraging donor, partner country, and
private sector investments in health systems
capable of sustainably delivering vaccines
and immunizations; and

(C) reducing the cost of vaccines while pro-
moting supply chain security and sustain-
ability;

(3) affirms the support of the United States
Government for the goal of securing a min-
imum of $7,400,000,000 in donor commitments
for GAVTI’s third replenishment, to be held in
June 2020 in the United Kingdom;

(4) urges donor countries and private sec-
tor partners to step up the fight and increase
their pledges for the third replenishment;

(5) urges GAVI partner countries to con-
tinue to make and meet ambitious co-financ-
ing commitments to sustain progress in end-
ing vaccine-preventable deaths; and

(6) encourages the United States Agency
for International Development (USAID) and
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, in cooperation with GAVI, to continue
their work to strengthen public health ca-
pacity to introduce and sustain the use of
new and underused vaccines in routine im-
munization programs.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 512—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 2, 2020, AS “READ
ACROSS AMERICA DAY

Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. REED,
Mr. BRAUN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. WICKER,
Ms. HASSAN, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Ms. WARREN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
and Mr. DURBIN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. REs. 512

Whereas reading is—

(1) a basic requirement for quality edu-
cation and professional success; and

(2) a source of pleasure throughout life;

Whereas the people of the United States
must be able to read if the United States is
to remain competitive in the global econ-
omy;

Whereas Congress has placed great empha-
sis on reading intervention and providing ad-
ditional resources for reading assistance, in-
cluding through—

(1) the programs authorized under the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.); and

(2) annual appropriations for library and
literacy programs; and

Whereas more than 50 national organiza-
tions concerned about reading and education
have joined with the National Education As-
sociation to designate March 2, the anniver-
sary of the birth of Theodor Geisel (com-
monly known as ‘“‘Dr. Seuss’), as a day to
celebrate reading: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates March 2, 2020, as
Across America Day’’;

(2) honors—

“Read

February 27, 2020

(A) all authors for their success in encour-
aging children to discover the joy of reading;
and

(B) the 23rd anniversary of Read Across
America Day; and

(3) encourages—

(A) parents, educators, and communities—

(i) to read with children for at least 30 min-
utes on Read Across America Day; and

(ii) in honor of the commitment of the Sen-
ate to building a country of readers, to pro-
mote a love of reading and opportunities for
all children to see themselves reflected in
literature; and

(B) the people of the United States to ob-
serve Read Across America Day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 513—DESIG-
NATING FEBRUARY 2020 AS
“AMERICAN HEART MONTH” AND
FEBRUARY 7, 2020, AS “NATIONAL
WEAR RED DAY”

Ms. SINEMA (for herself, Mrs. FISCH-
ER, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. BALDWIN, Mrs.
BLACKBURN, Ms. CANTWELL, Ms. ERNST,
Mrs. CAPITO, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Ms. MCSALLY, Ms. ROSEN,
Mrs. SHAHEEN, and Ms. STABENOW) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. REs. 513

Whereas cardiovascular disease affects
men, women, and children of every age and
race in the United States;

Whereas, between 2003 and 2013, the death
rate from cardiovascular disease fell nearly
30 percent, but cardiovascular disease con-
tinues to be the leading cause of death in the
United States, taking the lives of approxi-
mately 800,000 individuals in the TUnited
States each year and accounting for 1 in 3
deaths across the country;

Whereas congenital heart defects are the—

(1) most common birth defect in the United
States; and

(2) leading killer of infants with birth de-
fects;

Whereas, each year, an estimated 800,000
individuals in the United States have a heart
attack, of whom an estimated 115,000 die;

Whereas, in 2015, cardiovascular disease ac-
counted for approximately $555,000,000,000 in
health care expenditures and lost produc-
tivity;

Whereas it 1is estimated that cardio-
vascular disease will account for approxi-
mately $1,093,900,000,000 in health care ex-
penditures and lost productivity annually by
2035;

Whereas individuals in the United States
have made great progress in reducing the
death rate for cardiovascular disease, but
this progress has been more modest with re-
spect to the death rate for cardiovascular
disease in women and minorities;

Whereas many people do not recognize that
cardiovascular disease is the leading killer of
women in the United States, taking the lives
of over 400,000 women in 2017;

Whereas over Y% of all African-American
adults have some form of cardiovascular dis-
ease, including 57.1 percent of African-Amer-
ican women and 60.1 percent of African-
American men;

Whereas Alaska Natives and American In-
dians are more likely to die from cardio-
vascular disease than individuals from other
ethnic groups;

Whereas Native Hawaiians have higher
mortality rates and die at a younger average
age from cardiovascular disease than other
ethnic groups in Hawaii;
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